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SOUTH WEST GROUP OF COUNCILS 
Statement 

HON DR BRAD PETTITT (South Metropolitan) [5.38 pm]: I thank Hon Kate Doust for her acknowledgement. 
I think it was a really important statement. 
I also want to acknowledge the work being done by a local group in my area of the South Metropolitan Region, 
and that is the South West Group of councils. I do not know if members know about this group. Of course, the 
Leader of the House and the other members of South Metropolitan know about the really good work that it does. The 
South West Group, which is made up of Cockburn, East Fremantle, Fremantle, Kwinana, Melville and Rockingham 
councils, represents over 420 000 people. The group is doing some really great work on collaboration, and I think 
it is worth bringing that to the attention of this house because it crosses some of those usual political divides. 
I was inspired to talk about the work that the South West Group of councils is doing. It does a range of things to 
bring economic activity into the area and supports a range of really good initiatives and advocacy. It wrote to many 
of us in this house this week about some work it has been doing for some time around encouraging the state to 
start planning for dedicated second-tier mass transit systems. That sounds like a mouthful. The first tier is heavy 
rail, which is trains, and the third tier is buses. In between those two is the second tier, which could be light rail, 
trackless trams—an emerging new technology that operates in a few places, including China—or rapid bus, which 
has dedicated lanes. Perth is currently missing that second tier. It is really important. The South West Group is 
advocating for it because it will start to connect our city. Metronet has done a really good job of expanding our city 
and linking areas but it does not help us get density into the heart of our city and link up those key activity centres. 
I would argue—this may be a controversial thing to say—that if we do not get the second-tier transit in addition 
to Metronet, Metronet will start to encourage urban sprawl and will not create the kind of urban form that we want; 
it will encourage people to move further and further out to the edge. We need this second-tier stuff as well. 

I know that this government knows it is a good idea because it made a commitment during the 2017 election to 
start work on this. I appreciate that that work has started but it has not progressed very far at this stage. I guess 
that is why the South West Group has written to us, saying that it is a really good opportunity. It highlighted 
three routes in the South Metropolitan Region. There is a link down South Street, for people who know the area, 
from Murdoch University and the Murdoch activity centre and down in Fremantle. That has been worked up into 
quite a lot of detail and is available on the website. Another option is a route through Fremantle, the Cockburn coast 
and Cockburn Central. Another route was recommended down in Rockingham, around the city centre. 

It is not just about the South West Group focusing on its area. It has started to partner with 15 metropolitan local 
governments to develop a plan for the whole metropolitan area, which is really exciting. It is working with the 
Cities of Bayswater, Canning, Cockburn, Nedlands and Stirling, the Town of Victoria Park and also the South West 
Group members that I highlighted earlier. It is not a big ask. We are talking about planning that would happen across 
future financial years costing between $5 million and $10 million. The reason that planning is really important is 
that it starts to give developers certainty around where that second-tier transport will happen, to get those nodes 
that we want happening and ensure that we do not plan it out. There is a danger that if we do not know where that 
second-tier transit will occur, we may start to build other roads or developments and it could be a real problem. 
This is a huge opportunity. I thought it was really worth highlighting that work. This is something that I am really 
keen to see happen. This government has talked about it previously. I encourage everyone to look at the work that 
the South West Group has done on that and that it is doing with the councils. The Inner City Group is also doing 
something similar. There is the Knowledge Arc around second-tier transit. If we start to link all these up, we will 
have a pretty amazing centre that will give the type of transport we need for a twenty-first century city, one that is 
not sprawling and one that gives people transport choice. At the heart of this, it ultimately helps us to transition to 
a city that is more sustainable, meeting those net zero goals that we have talked about, and being a city that is ready 
for the twenty-first century. I want to finish by once again congratulating the South West Group of councils for 
the great work that it is doing and I encourage everyone to engage with it. 
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